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Jesus and the Gospels
1. The Subgroup met during the 2022 NTSSA conference on Thursday, 9 June, at 16:15 in classroom 1003 of the Theology building at Stellenbosch University, and supported the decisions that follow in this report.

2. The Subgroup was responsible for organising the 2022 NTSSA conference, which had the theme, Orality and memory in the study of Jesus and/or the Gospels. Words of gratitude were expressed to the outgoing Subgroup chair, Llewellyn Howes, and the outgoing Subgroup co-chair, Marius J. Nel.

3. The following parallel papers were delivered at the 2022 NTSSA conference by members of the Subgroup:

· Francois P. Viljoen: Bloated self-interest or humble Christian leadership; reflections from Matt 23:3-12
· J. Gertrud Tönsing: Making the Gospel Performable - the Order of Mark
· Llewellyn Howes: The Harvest Logion in Q 10:2 and Non-servile Farm Labour
· Marius J. Nel: The significance of the allusions in Matthew 20:20-28
· Mphumezi Hombana: The Shaping Stratum of the Passion Narrative
· Kenosi Patson Motuku: Orality and memory in Luke 1-2: Anti-imperial womanist reading of the Lukan infant narrative highlighting Mary as the mother of the revolution
4. The following plenary papers were delivered at the 2022 NTSSA conference by members of the Subgroup:

· Jonathan Draper: Orality and memory in the Golden Rule in Matthew’s Gospel
· Nina Müller van Velden: Memory, Jesus, and Mary Magdalene: Whose memory matters?
· June Dickie: Quotations and allusions in Mark’s Gospel: Their form and function in reference to orality and cultural memory studies
· Pieter Botha: The field of New Testament introduction and orality and memory research
5. The following keynote address was delivered at the 2022 NTSSA conference by a keynote speaker invited by the Subgroup:

· Alan Kirk (James Madison University, USA): Oral Tradition, Memory, and D. F. Strauss: The Media Framework in Das Leben Jesu and the Unresolved Problem of the Tradition/Memory Nexus
6. Llewellyn Howes and Marius J. Nel both stepped down as chair and co-chair, respectively, of the Subgroup.

7. Francois P. Viljoen was nominated as the new Subgroup chair, and Mphumezi Hombana was nominated as the new Subgroup co-chair. Both accepted these nominations and were duly selected. They officially take over as Subgroup chair and co-chair, respectively, at the closing of the second Business Meeting of the 2022 NTSSA conference, which ends at noon on Friday, 10 June.

8. The Subgroup wishes to continue as a Subgroup of the NTSSA after the 2022 NTSSA conference. The incoming chair, Francois P. Viljoen, will write an official motivation to this effect, to be submitted to the NTSSA Executive Committee shortly after the closing of the second Business Meeting of the 2022 NTSSA conference, which ends at noon on Friday, 10 June.

9. Despite the official handover on 10 June, the outgoing chairs, Llewellyn Howes and Marius J. Nel, agree to organise the fully virtual mini-conference of the NTSSA before the end of 2022.

10. As decided at a previous Subgroup meeting, it continues to be the wish of the Subgroup that the papers presented at the 2022 NTSSA conference as part of the chosen theme should form part of a special thematic volume of Neotestamentica.
Early Christian Studies Subgroup Report 
Report of meeting held on 9 June 2022
1. Welcome and attendance
· The co-chair, Gerhard van den Heever, welcomed all present. 
· Presence: the following persons were present – Pieter Botha, Peter Nagel, Joel Brown, June Dickie, Nanine Potgieter, Paul Decock, Annelie van der Bank. Tim Ledgerwood tendered apologies. Chris de Wet participated via Zoom online.
2. Review of 2022 NTSSA programme
The subgroup had a quick reflection on the just past programme on the theme of the Letter of Barnabas. All agreed that it was a good learning experience to delve into literature we have not explored before. Aspects of the letter and its context were explored that we need to reflect on further with a view to a possible publication. The chairs will communicate with all participants on how to take the papers on Barnabas further.
3. Subgroup project
· At the 2021 annual meeting of the NTSSA the subgroup’s request for renewal was approved. This means that the Early Christian Studies subgroup has about 3 to 4 years before it will be responsible for hosting the main theme of the NTSSA.
· The subgroup decided to devote the next few years to an overarching project titled ‘The long second century.’ By this project title the members of the subgroup give expression inter alia to the importance of the second century for understanding the reception of Jesus traditions, the formation of Christian tradition and social formations, the first major theological definitional discourses that stretch into the third century, and the fact that some of the writings now called the ‘New Testament’ may (on some interpretations) have originated late, that is, in the first half of the second century, while some of the writings now labelled the ‘Apostolic Fathers’ may be dated to times contemporaneous to the later writings of the New Testament.
· For the 2023 NTSSA the subgroup theme will be ‘The New Prophecy: Montanism – an ancient Pentecostal-Charismatic movement.’
· The theme of Montanism is not only historically relevant vis-à-vis questions of the development of the canon, but the study of it is valuable in comparative context with regard to the origins of Pentecostalism and the Charismatic movement (Montanism has been called the precursor to Pentecostalism), as well as to the recalibration of prophetic/inspired speech in African oral cultures where Pentecostal prophets often progress in their self-consciousness from self-identity as inspired prophets, to being the Paraclete/Holy Spirit speaking revelatory discourses, to being actually the Son of God (as Simon Kimbangu and Isaiah Shembe).
· The idea of the theme of Montanism arose out of a chance conversation between William Tabbernee, who wrote extensively on Montanism, but also discovered the city of Pepouza, the Montanist New Jerusalem, and was involved in extensive archaeological work there. Tabbernee also uploaded all his published work on Montanism on to Academia.edu and this will be downloaded for distribution to subgroup members and co-workers.
· A virtual online seminar is envisaged where participants can work through and present their research to the group to ready the presentations for the annual meeting.
· Topics for future conferences were discussed (and these will be refined and finalized at a later stage). They include:
1. Marcion and his impact on the definition of Christian discourse and tradition
2. Readings of the apocrypha and the legacy of the apocrypha in the development of Christian doctrines and artwork.
3. ‘Touching the first and third centuries.’
4. The impact of education and philosophy on the discourse of early Christian texts.
5. Method and theory in the study of the second century.
6. Material culture of the second century: how ‘secular’ or non-mainstream texts and artifacts help create the second-century context – this may entail a dual focus on area studies or thematic studies; developing a historical overview of the period between the Flavian dynasty and the Trajanic/Hadrianic periods; which Christian texts fit in this period?; which authors’ writing are to be placed in this period? Which authors are mentioned of whom we no longer have any texts; factual description of the flow of events of the second century and the relation between events-as-context and the texts.
· David Eastman has been mentioned as someone to invite into the project being a well-published academic on the second century, and who already has established contact with members of the subgroup.
· At the end of the current cycle of the subgroup, we envisage to synthesise the work of the Early Christian Studies group on ‘the long second century’ into a publication.
· Two particular reference points have been mentioned as orientation into ‘long second century,’ namely Patout Burns and Robin Jensen, eds., Christianity in Roman Africa: The Development of Its Practices and Beliefs (Eerdmans, 2014), and David Wilhite, Ancient African Christianity: An Introduction to a Unique Context and Tradition (Routledge, 2017).
4. Feedback
The subgroup members gave some feedback and impressions on the presentations of the 2022 papers.
It was felt that the papers provided a good opportunity to delve into an unknown area of study (unknown for the members); the papers provided a steep learning curve in a domain of early Christian studies not previously explored; there seemed to be quite some interest in the letter of Barnabas and what it contributes to our understanding of Christian self-definition; it emerged that the theme of Barnabas showed how much this non-canonical text impacted on Christian theology up to the present day.
5. Vote of thanks
The chair concluded the meeting and expressed a thank you to all who participated in the subgroup’s activities, its discussions, and presented papers.
Pauline Studies subgroup report 

NTSSA Meeting – 9 June 2022 
Attending: Philip du Toit; Jonathan More; H.J. Prinsloo; Annette Potgieter; Walter Maqoma; Lambert Jacobs; Paul Adebayo; José de Carvalho. 
The Pauline subgroup is responsible for hosting the 2023 NTSSA meeting under the theme “Paul, Africa(ness) and identity”. 
The conference aims to explore Pauline interpretation, past and current, on the African continent and the southern sub-continent with regard to issues of social identity in the broad sense of the word. Expanding Africa beyond a geospatial location, and certainly not to the exclusion of the continent, diasporic Africa is also included in the research scope of the theme. Recently, issues of identity have developed into an important strand of Pauline studies, but have not been explored in any major way with reference to Africa or in African scholarship. With attention to how identity is negotiated and the religious-theological and socio-cultural dimensions involved, the group is intent on engaging issues of past and present socio-cultural contexts, the reception history of Pauline scholarship on the continent (including journals and books published on Paul in Africa), past and present practices of interpreting Paul, and recent postcolonial and decolonisation debates. 
The proposed date for the next NTSSA conference is Tuesday 27 June to Friday 30 June 2023. It was proposed that in light of the SBL conference in Pretoria the 3rd to the 7th of July (2023), that the hosting the NTSSA conference the preceding week would make it easier for people that have to travel far for the conference, to attend both conferences if they want to. It was proposed that the conference including the business meeting(s) be fit into 4 days if possible, in view of the fact that it would be held back to back with the SBL meeting. 
The subgroup has identified Daniël Darko as keynote speaker, and are in the process of securing his availability and willingness to attend the conference. Another possible keynote speaker that was mentioned is Grant Lemarquand. The sentiment was expressed that if a second or backup speaker is invited, it preferably has to be a female scholar that is based on the African continent. The finalization of the keynote speaker(s) is subjected to availability, willingness and finances. 
It was also proposed that the 2023 NTSSA conference be held at the Potchefstroom campus of North-West University, especially because they already indicated their willingness to do so, and the fact that asking the University of Pretoria to host another conference besides the SBL would not be viable. 
Possible plenary speakers from the Pauline subgroup that would specifically speak on the conference theme and preliminarily indicated their willingness are the following: 
Jeremy Punt
Philip du Toit 
Walter Maqoma 
Vuyani Sindo 
José de Carvalho 
Annette Potgieter 
It has been suggested that a panel discussion on a book could be part of the NTSSA. Possible books that were mentioned are: 
Darko, D. 2020. Against Principalities and Powers: Spiritual Beings in Relation to Communal Identity and the Moral Discourse of Ephesians. Hippobooks 
Gorman, M.J. 2016. Apostle of the Crucified Lord: A Theological Introduction to Paul and His Letters. Eerdmans 
Philip du Toit / Jeremy Punt 
Subgroup report: Gender and Sexuality
Subgroup meeting attendance on 9 June 2022
Charel du Toit, Nina Müller van Velden, Jacobie M. Helena Visser

NTSSA Annual Conference 2022
Five conference papers were presented at the NTSSA Annual Conference 2022 via the G&S subgroup by six scholars, namely:

Bekele D. Anshiso (Ethiopian Graduate School of Theology, Stellenbosch University): Paul’s message on Gender Equality/Inequality in the Context of the Ethiopian Full Gospel Church
Charel du Toit & Tanya van Wyk (University of Pretoria): Invisible women? An experiment in “unhiding” with the aid of “realistic readings” of parables and feminist historiography and – spirituality
Dion A. Forster (Stellenbosch University): Your body is not your own: A political theological engagement with Gretha Wiid’s patriarchal interpretation of Ephesians 5:22-23
Tim Ledgerwood (University of South Africa): The Ethiopian eunuch and the Servant of the King
Jacobie M. Helena Visser (Stellenbosch University & Free University Amsterdam): James 2:1-7 a lifegiving text? A rhetorical investigation of the intersection of masculinities and poverty in James 2:1-7
The presentations represented not only a range of themes relating to gender, sexuality, and biblical interpretation of a high standard but also included three first-time NTSSA presenters as well as interdisciplinary research.

NTSSA Annual Conference 2024
The 2024 Annual Conference will be hosted by the Gender & Sexuality subgroup. The theme is still being finalized, but will broadly focus on the queering and querying of so-called normative/“normal” biblical interpretations, given gender, sexuality, and broader intersectional categories like race, ethnicity, socio-economic realities, etc.

Possible keynote speakers are being identified, with a particular emphasis on including both Global South and Global North scholars. The various networks represented by the G&S subgroup will be utilized to advertise the Call for Papers as wide as possible (incl. the Circle of Concerned African Women Theologians, OTSSA, SBL, UKZN, and UWC). The subgroup is keen to include interdisciplinary engagements in this conference, as the impact of normative biblical interpretations about gender and sexuality extends far beyond the confines of New Testament and Early Christian history scholarship.

During the Business Meeting, it was suggested that the conference includes a public lecture / public forum of some sort, whereby the context of ongoing church discussions on LGBTI+ realities are also acknowledged and engaged.

The subgroup wishes to explore “beyond the norm” not only in terms of content but also in the format of the conference. This is especially important for encouraging emerging scholars to present their research and to stimulate more dialogical modes of scholarly engagement (e.g., panel discussions, poster presentations, artistic and creative expressions).

Should it be an option, a thematic volume / special edition of Neotestamentica will be pursued shortly after the conference, whereby conference presentations can be published.

Dr. Annette Potgieter will explore the possibility of Huguenot College, Wellington serving as the host institution for the 2024 Annual Conference.
Violence against Children Conference: 18-19 August 2022
The third interdisciplinary conference of the Department of Religious Studies, UJ, and the Gender and Sexuality subgroup, NTSSA will take place on 18-19 August 2022 at the University of Johannesburg. Registration for this conference is now open and can be completed via the NTSSA website (R600 per person, online or in-person). More information will follow shortly via the NTSSA email communication.

Subgroup leaders: Dr Nina Müller van Velden (SU) 

& Dr Jacobie M. Helena Visser (SU&VU Amsterdam) 
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