MINUTES
NTSSA BUSINESS MEETING HELD AT
STELLENBOSCH UNIVERSITY
Wednesday 8 & Friday 10 June 2022

These are consolidated minutes. Written reports are available for most items.

The items for Business Meeting 2 were 
Honorary Professor
Development and Transformation
Subcommittee Reports
Future conferences

1. Welcome
Chairperson Marius Nel welcomes those attending the conference business meeting.
2. Personalia
Lilly Nortjé-Meyer has been promoted to full professor (UJ).
Philip du Toit has been promoted to Associate Professor (NWU).
Mphumezi Hombana has completed his PhD (SU).
Jacobie M Helena Visser has completed her PhD (SU/VU).
H.J. Prinsloo completed PhD.
3. Attendance and Apologies
Attendance Business Meeting 1 and 2:

Marius Nel (Chair), Gertrud Tönsing (Minutes) Joel Brown, Annelie van der Bank, Teresa David, Annette Potgieter, Nanine Potgieter, Francois Viljoen, Lambert Jacobs, Gerhard vd Heever, Pieter Botha, Jacobie M. Helena Visser, Mark Wilson, Nina Müller van Velden, H.J. Prinsloo, Philip La G. Du Toit, Llewllyn Howes, Paul Decock, Peter Nagel, Lethabo Molopyane, Mphumezi Hombana, Walter Maqoma, June Dickie

Attendance Business Meeting 1:
Jonathan More, Albert Coetsee, Eben Scheffler, Jose de Carvalho, Elna Mouton

Attendance Business Meeting 2:
Motuma B Amante, Charel du Toit, Paul Adebayo, Patson Motuku, Bekele Deboch Anshiso
Apology BM 1: Chris de Wet, Jeremy Punt, Maretha Jacobs, Paul Adebayo
Apology BM 2: Elna Mouton
4. Approval of the Minutes – BM Pretoria October 2021
Proposal for acceptance: Pieter Botha, Joel Brown
5. Finalising of Agenda
6. Matters Arising from the Minutes of the Previous Business Meeting
6.1 Honorary President
Report and Nominations
The Function for Prof Draper happened at this conference. The previous honorary Presidents did not have a function to honour them. Prof Daan Cloete elected in 2019 might not have received formal recognition, and this needs follow-up.
The honorary president position does not need to be filled every year.
Nomination for Honorary President: Paul Decock. He is elected with acclaim. His first conference was in 1971. He could not become a member because he was not a Reformed theologian. 1976 he was able to join as a Catholic. He will be asked for a keynote at the next conference.
6.2 Updated Constitution – The 2021 BM Approved the Following Changes to the Constitution:
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1) Membership 

The approved update has been included in the constitution. 

ARTICLE V: MEMBERSHIP (aspects changed underlined)
Section A. Voting membership is open to any person who qualifies in one of two categories: member and honorary member. 
1. A person qualifies for membership if he/she holds an M-degree in New Testament/Greek or equivalent qualification. Such persons are admitted to full membership of the Society upon application to the secretary and payment of appropriate dues to the treasurer. 
2. A person who does not comply with the above requirements but who can make a positive contribution to the activities of the Society may be considered for membership at a Business Meeting of the Society. Such a person must be proposed and seconded by members of the Society and a motivation supplied. The Society votes upon each candidate for membership. 
3. Persons who have rendered exceptional service in the field of New Testament Studies (and especially within the South African context) may, by a decision of the Business Meeting, be elected as honorary members. Similarly foreign scholars may be considered for honorary membership. Honorary members share in all the privileges of full members, but are exempted from subscription fees. 
Section B. Non-voting membership is open to any person who does not qualify for member or honorary member status and is applicable to registered students of the New Testament or related fields, or other interested persons. This category of membership is called associate membership. 
Section C. Membership Fees. Each member of the Society (excluding honorary members) pays annual dues in an amount fixed by the business meeting. Associate members pay only fifty percent of the fees applicable to full members. The dues year is from January 1 to December 31 annually, and is payable before or at the annual conference of the Society. Members receive Neotestamentica and participate in the activities of the Society. Retired members pay only one third of the required membership fee. NTSSA Constitution 3 
Section D. Termination of Membership. Failure to pay dues for more than two years will result in Neotestamentica subscription interruption, inactivation of membership, and ineligibility to vote in elections where applicable, or participate in the activities of the Society. Membership may be terminated voluntarily in writing to the executive. 

2) Subgroups and Projects

ARTICLE IX: THE ORGANISATION OF SUBGROUPS (new formulations underlined)
Section A. Formation of the Subgroups. The business meeting allows the formation of a new subgroup on the basis of a proposed project, following the NRF format. A subgroup consists of at least ten primary members. A primary member of one subgroup is not allowed to be a primary member of another subgroup. Subgroups are encouraged to include younger scholars, as well as strive for collaboration with scholars from other NTSSA Constitution 5 
parts of Africa. Subgroups function for three years, after which the business meeting considers its continuance on the recommendation of the executive. 
Section B. Functioning of Subgroups. Each subgroup annually elects a chairperson and secretary and reports back on the last business meeting of the conference. These two persons are responsible for the final refereeing of the papers/abstracts offered by the subgroup for the programme of the next conference. 
Section C. Duties of the Subgroup Leaders Responsible for the Conference. The subgroup leaders of a subgroup which presents a conference, makes the first phase of the refereeing process for publication of those papers in Neotestamentica. The particular subgroup therefore accepts responsibility for contributing worthwhile scholarly material for publication. While the editor of Neotestamentica has the final right of determination, papers ought to reach the editor in a form ready for publication. (Cf. also Article VIII, sections C, D, F, G, H and I for duties regarding the conference programme). 
Section D. Special projects or themes. Members can register special themes or projects with the Executive, for which time will be allocated on the annual meeting’s programme in similar way as for subgroups. Members should register such themes or projects at a business meeting preceding the annual meeting at which such theme or project is intended to be included on the programme. A member cannot register more than one theme of project in a year. A theme or project will be current for two years, unless renewed with the Executive.
6.3 Development / Transformation

The Academic Writing Workshop
Grants from Scholars Development Fund (SDF)
Suggestions for ways to broaden participation

The Writing workshop was organised to try to broaden participation of new scholars and post-graduate students. This went well.
SDF made more grants available in 2022.
PANTSSA is trying to revitalise the process of inviting post-graduate students.
For next year the plan is to try to establish relationships with universities which have not been sending representations. Institutions will be contacted.
Transformation - We want the society to be inclusive in terms of Gender and Race. Anyone with suggestions as to how to broaden participation should please forward these to Paul Adebayo.
Appreciation is expressed for the initiatives of Paul Adebayo. The feedback from the Writing Workshop was very positive.
6.4 Website and Online Membership Development

Evaluation of online registration for conference and website online voting
The online voting system has been set up and still needs to be tested. The question is whether the voting is “blind”. This will be checked, but even if not it would only be the media officer knowing who sent which email. Joel Brown is thanked for his work in this area.

6.5 Future Conference outside SA
This depends on an institution inviting us and being willing to host. In principle there is a willingness to do this.
6.6 Student Paper Prize
In the past students have submitted papers and it fell to the editorial board of Neotestamentica to choose the best paper. It would need to be advertised beforehand in future, but at this stage the students at the conference can submit their papers. It does not need to be in a publishable form, but in the form presented at the conference. There is a money prize involved.
7. New Members
The list of new members is presented and received with acclaim. Membership now stands at 163. The list of members will be posted on the website.
8. Administrative Matters
8.1 Constitution Change – Membership Fees and Structure
The treasurer proposes a change to the membership structure. People should self-identify how much they can afford and then choose their own membership category. The membership fees are not a big part of our income. Although they are low, some people have indicated a difficulty to afford them.
A vote is taken: For 13 – Against 2. (of 27 participants). The constitutional change is carried.
8.2 Use of Surplus Funds
This was discussed in the editorial board, 2016. It was decided that 80% of the surplus of Neotestamentica would go to the Society. This money has been used to support people attending the conference. Other suggestions have been made, e.g., bursaries and library support. An idea was proposed to sponsor masters or doctoral bursaries, but this involved logistics. More discussion is needed on this, and on accountability for this process. Some guiding principles need to be clarified as well as the process to make decisions. The Exec is given the leeway to discuss and consult on this and to come up with proposals. The Scholars Development Fund needs a set amount each year.
9. Chairperson’s Report
The report has been sent out and is taken as read. Most of the items are covered under points in the agenda. There are no questions.
10. Treasurer’s Report
10.1 Financial Statements 2021
Neotestamentica transferred R90 000 to the NTSSA. This meant there was a more than R50 000 surplus for the NTSSA (see previous discussion). There are no questions about the audited financial statements. Petra is thanked for her work this year.
10.2 Budget 2022
The Budget that was sent out was the penultimate one. In the final Budget the cost for conference has been subdivided between the costs pertaining to those attending the conference and paying fees and to expenses subsidised by the society, i.e., speakers and sponsorship. The Budget is tabled. 
Proposer for acceptance: P. Decock, J. M. Visser. The Budget is accepted.
[bookmark: _GoBack]11. Reports from Other Executive Office Bearers
11.1 Secretary
The report was tabled. No discussions
11.2 Media
The report was sent out. A communication network with all the institutions needs to be set up with all the secretaries of institutions. A list will be available to write names and contacts. The media officer invites contributions from members to make the website a more interesting and vibrant place to interact within the discipline.
11.3 Development Officer
The report was circulated. See items of discussion under 6.3.
11.4 Items from Exec Minutes
Nothing further was raised.
12. Reports from Neotestamentica
These have all been tabled and are taken as read.
12.1 Financial and Administrative
12.2 Editor
12.3 Chairperson of Editorial Board
The conference expresses thankfulness that the previous editor Chris de Wet has recovered from quite a serious illness.
12.4 Items from Minutes of Editorial Board
An appeal is made for people to be willing to review other researchers’ work. The system cannot function if researchers want to publish but not review. Appreciation is expressed for the support in copy-editing so that the quality can be guaranteed.
13. Reports from Subcommittees
See written reports attached.
13.1 Jesus and the Gospels
This subcommittee organised the conference. The leadership steps down at the end of this conference. It was motivated that the subgroup should continue with new leadership. Participation in the subgroup has grown again in the last years. New subgroup leaders were elected.
Francois Viljoen Chair, Mphumezi Hombana Co-chair
The outgoing leadership will still organize the mini online conference. This will only include presenters who were not present at the in-person conference. Participation is open to all.
Neotestamentica might publish a special edition on the Theme of the Conference. This depends on the availability of papers.
13.2 Pauline Studies
The Pauline Subgroup is hosting the 2023 conference with theme Paul and Africa(ness) and identity. Daniël Darko has been suggested as keynote speaker.
13.3 Early Christian Studies
It was a good learning experience to focus intensively on one extra canonical document, i.e., The Epistle of Barnabas.
Overarching Project: The long second century – first and second century writings are not clearly demarcated. Second century is the place of the oldest material evidence for the Christian movement. Next year’s theme: Montanism
13.4 Gender and Human Sexuality
There were 5 presenters of the subgroup at the conference. The subgroup is interdisciplinary. 
In 2024 they will host the conference. Prelimary Theme: Queer biblical interpretation. Different modes of presentation should be used, e.g., panel discussions 
An invitation to a conference at UJ will be sent out: 18–19 August. Violence and children. Online participation possible. 
14. Future NTSSA Annual Conferences
There has been no indication whether joint theological conferences will continue. So the NTSSA will plan its own programme. Historically April has been the date for the NTSSA. The organising principle should be that the organising committee may fix the date. June is for many people a better date than April, but this is a subcommittee decision.
14.1 2023 – Pauline Studies
Northwest University in Potchefstroom is willing to host in 2023. The suggested date: Tues June 27 to Fri 30 June, just before the SBL in Pretoria. 
14.2 2024 – Looking Ahead
The Gender and Sexuality group will host 2024. Huguenot in Wellington may be willing to host.
14.3 Mini Virtual Conference Suggestion
There are people who have real challenges with travels and visas and would like to present something online. Some also misunderstood and believed they could present online this time. An mini virtual conference will be organised at a date still to be determined. After this there will be deliberation and policy decision on a virtual conferences. There is consensus that there should be some online conference structure.
14.4 International SBL Pretoria 3–7 July 2023
This will be hosted by University of Pretoria.
15. People Retiring before the Next Conference
Pieter Botha and Gerhard vd Heever are retiring at the end of the year. They are thanked for many years of contributions and the confidence that they will stay active in the NTSSA for many years to come.


16. Closing
Votes of Thanks: Thanks are expressed to the Stellenbosch organising team and all those involved in the conference organization and especially also to Marius for holding it together. 
The meeting closes and participants assemble for a conference photo.
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