Subgroups Reports 2023
Report: Subgroup Jesus and the Gospel
1. Chairs
Francois Viljoen (NWU) & Mphumezi Hombana (UP) continue to act as chair and co-chair respectively.
2. Members
A list of participants within the subgroup is kept for e-mail communication.
3. Special edition Neotestamentica
The editorial board of Neotestamentica has approached the chair to act as guest editor for a special edition of Neotestamentica based on the theme of the 2022 NTSSA-conference.
In collaboration with the editor of Neotestamentica, specific persons are invited to contribute to this edition, but the subgroup recommends that a general invitation is extended to all the members of the Society to consider contributing to this edition.
4. Virtual conference
Forth flowing from the 2022 conference, an online conference was held with papers related to the same theme. Though some technical issues and constraints were experienced, the conference was successful.
5. Papers presented at the 2023-conference
We were pleasantly surprised by the number and quality of proposals. The fact that the NTSSA was held back-to-back with the ISBL had the advantage of the participation of well-established international scholars. We were also gladdened by a great number of new and younger scholars participated.
We discussed the issue that some persons did not pitch up for their papers. There can be several reasons for this. It is however requested that persons who are prevented for some reason, to inform the society in advance. 
Some scholars from Africa experienced difficulties to obtain visas. It is recommended that the Society draw up a formal letter of invitation with the relevant information about the Society to assist scholars in future when applying of visas. Scholars must also be advised to apply for their visas well in advance in case of delays that might 
It is decided to keep the topics of papers for the 2024 conference open as long they fit into the general theme of Jesus and the Gospels.
6. Keynote speaker
Due to the special expertise of the invited keynote speakers, it is suggested that more papers, probably with shorter timeslots, are required from those speakers, and that the conference might conclude with a panel discussion as reflection of the papers of the keynote speaker. 
7. Responsible for presenting a next conference 
According to the current number of subgroups, Jesus and the Gospels will be responsible of the conference of 2026.  However, if the number of subgroup changes in the meantime, the year may differ.
The subgroup considered about a possible theme of that conference and is was suggested to develop a theme about “Jesus in bi-optic perspective”. However, this theme is not fixed yet.
8. Suggestion for a new sub-group
During the discussion of probable themes for the 2026 conference, it was suggested that the Society consider establishing a sub-group focusing on Post-coloniality within the context of African scholarship.
9. Conclusion
The subgroup expresses its appreciation for all who were involved in organizing the 2023 conference and participated.
Francois Viljoen
Early Christian Studies subgroup
Business Meeting: 28 June 2023

10. Welcome

The presiding co-chair, Gerhard van den Heever, welcomes all attendees to the meeting.

11. Presence

The following persons were present: Paul Decock, Pieter Botha, Joel Brown, Annelie van der Bank, Chris de Wet, and Gerhard van den Heever.

12. Reflection on the conference and presentations

To start with, we had arranged on 14 April an online presentation by William Tabbernee, the foremost expert on Montanism and the discoverer of the holy city, Pepuza, as a preparation for our papers.

The members expressed their satisfaction with the presentations, and all agreed the topic of Montanism was a valuable exploration not only for the learning experience of traversing unknown terrain, but also for the opportunities to connect with African contexts of prophetic movements. We were also surprised by the creative insights arising from our engagement with the theme.

Paul Decock, also current honorary president of the Society, was congratulated on his honorary presidential keynote address.

It was recognised that the current round of papers (2022: Barnabas; 2023: Montanism) require some reworking to achieve greater coherence as collection. To work towards publication, it was decided to circulate the two sets of papers among members to have some feedback from other presenters and to get some mutual discussion going.

13. Publication of papers from past two meetings

The meeting decided to work towards finalising the 2022 and 2023 papers for publication. A special theme issue in Journal of Early Christian History will be negotiated for the purpose. Gerhard van den Heever will contribute an editorial, and the possibility of soliciting a response from an international scholar will be pursued.

14. Planning for coming conferences

The meeting decided to stay with the theme: “The Long Second Century”. This remains our aim and focus and we see that as our contribution to the Society. In forthcoming conferences, the subgroup will continue to focus on themes illuminating the formation of Christian tradition and trajectories of social formations in this period.

After considering Jewish Christianity as a possible theme for 2024, the meeting decided on a thematic approach that is more accommodating and inclusive. The theme for 2024 will centre on the reception of biblical texts in the second century as evidence of the making and unfolding of Christian tradition.

Online discussion: in the course of the coming year between this meeting and the next, we aim to arrange an online discussion webinar devoted to the reading of (parts) of second century Christian texts.

15. Closing

A vote of appreciation was proposed towards the chair. The chairperson closed the meeting.

